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Baptism Matters!
An introduction to Baptism and Services of Thanksgiving in  the Five Alive Mission Community, East Devon. Diocese of Exeter.
We are really glad that you have enquired about having your baby baptised at one of the Church of England Churches here. This leaflet gives you some basic information about Baptism (also called Christening) and how we can help you get ready. Your first point of contact will probably be Rachel Hudson our Administrator, but any of our clergy or readers will be very happy to talk about Baptism with you, so please do contact them if you wish.
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There are Five Anglican churches here that work together in a Mission Community: St John the Baptist  Yarcombe, St.Michael & All Angels Stockland, St.Peter’s Dalwood, St.Michael’s Shute with St.Mary at the Cross Whitford and St.Giles Kilmington.. Each have their own character but we work together in a number of ways, not least in Baptism and Baptism Preparation. Having read this leaflet, contact the  Administrator to discover when the next Baptism Briefing Meeting will take place, usually after a Sunday service. Here you will be able to meet our Baptism Team, discover your options and learn about our Baptism Preparation. Discussion of the date of Baptism will take place during the Preparation sessions; Baptisms are usually held in  Family Services, which presently occur on the first Sunday of the month in Yarcombe and Dalwood, 2nd Sundays in Stockland and on the fourth Sunday in Kilmington. Shute by arrangement.
What is Baptism?  (often also called ‘Christening’, usually of an infant)
[image: image7.wmf]“Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which continues for the rest of our lives, the first step in response to God's love”. For all involved, particularly the candidates but also parents, godparents and sponsors, it is a joyful moment when we rejoice in what God has done for us in Christ, making serious promises and declaring the faith. The wider community of the local church and friends welcome the new Christian, promising support and prayer for the future. … The service paints many vivid pictures of what happens on the Christian way. There is the sign of the cross … 'drowning' in the water of Baptism … Water is also a sign of new life. …This reminds us of Jesus' Baptism”.
These words from the Introduction to the Baptism Service remind us of the joy, the promises, the community participation and the pictures involved in Baptism. We hold Baptisms during Family Services so that the church family can join in and renew our promises with you. We hold Preparation sessions so that you can understand the promises you will be making and the pictures you will be seeing. Let’s have a brief look at those promises and pictures.
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· Will you pray for them, draw them by your example into the community of faith and walk with them in the way of Christ? 
· Will you care for them and help them take their place within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 
This recognizes that your children will mostly imitate your faith and behaviour, so here you promise to bring them to worship in Church, demonstrate a Christian life-style and teach them to pray. These promises represent a radical change to the life-style of most families!
What changes will this mean for your family?

One of the first pictures is about darkness and light: ‘In Baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light’. Many people feel that they are in darkness in their relationship with God, that there are people that they don’t get on with and that there are parts of their own lives they want to change. Jesus transformed and healed many people and He wants to bring us into his light today.
‘Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?’ This is an ancient  Baptismal question and today we probably find it hard to talk about the devil. However, Jesus assured us that the root of most of our problems is the devil, the person who designs danger and evil, so we first promise that we reject all those ways – a basic starting point!

‘Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?’ Again, this may sound strange to our ears, but there are many people who feel trapped by their problems and we all need to recognise that the seeming insignificant ‘white lies’, for example, are just a symptom of the deeper danger that separates us from walking with God.
‘Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?’ Perhaps we are coming closer to our immediate daily experience; we often find it hard to draw close to God and often we find people around difficult to get on with. The Bible teaches us that sin – rebellion against God – is the cause of this dislocation. When we promise to ‘repent’ we are declaring that we want to turn around and change in attitude and action and move towards God.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? This is a key step towards God. It’s not just that we ‘believe in God’ but that we turn towards Jesus Christ as the only way we can be saved from the penalty of sin. In the Bible, this is called variously ‘salvation’ (from the eternal effects of sin), ‘justification’ (made right with God) or being ‘born again’ (into a new relationship with God).
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? It’s no good stating a belief if it does not affect our behaviour. To make Jesus Lord is to recognise His Kingship over every area of life. This is a matter for constant growth and it deeply affects family life, so this promise may be a start or a continuation of a process for you.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? This was a description that Jesus famously gave to himself and this promise acknowledges that we accept for ourselves. He is the way to God as Father, the true and living Father God made visible in our world.  He is also the one who shows us the way to live, to know the truth and to have both physical and spiritual life.

Signing with the Cross: This mark on the forehead represents an invisible ‘badge’ for all time. It is like enlisting in God’s army to fight against evil.
Profession of Faith: We declare the ancient summary of Christian belief, the Apostle’s Creed, indicating our faith in God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Baptism: Now, having made solemn promises and declared faith in God in Christ, we are ready for the Baptism itself, which is a sign and seal of the promises we have made and which God makes to us. 
A
A Candle: [image: image9.wmf]As a special gift to be lit on the anniversary of baptism each year, we give you a candle as a reminder to walk in the light and to shine as a light in the darkness of our world, by acts of love and kindness towards all around us.

The giving of a candle is also a symbol of passing from darkness to light which happens when a person comes to Christ by faith.  (See Colossian 1v13; Matthew 5v16)

However, there is an alternative to Baptism, which you may wish to consider!
Having read all about the promises, you may feel that these are very serious and not quite what you had in mind. Some people approach Baptism in a casual way without realising the commitments they are making. Others may be unable to make the commitments to lifestyle or faith, so we would like to invite you to consider asking for a Service of Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child.

What is a ‘Service of Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child’?

[image: image10.wmf]This is a Service of prayer to give thanks to God for the safe birth of a child, for an adoption and for God’s help to a mother through childbirth. It is often used where parents do not feel able to make the promises or commitments entailed in Baptism but still want to have their child prayed for or brought in to Church. This may be held as part of a Family Service or on its own; it may have hymns or music or it may be said. There is opportunity for the parents to ‘name the child and ‘sponsors’ may agree to support the child during his or her lifetime. This service leaves open (and welcomes!) the possibility of Baptism at a later date. No preparation is required. 
What is a Service of Dedication?
In this Service parents dedicate their child to God for his or her lifetime. This Service is often used by believing Christians who do not like the idea of Baptism of a child but still want to commit their child to God. It is generally used in Churches that practice baptism of adults only, but there is no reason why it may not be used in a Church of England if the parents believe that the child should make the Baptismal promises when he or she has come to their own faith. The parents promise to bring their child up in faith in God with influence through their own faith, prayer and lifestyle and the Church prays for God’s blessing on the life on the young child.
In practise, a Service of Dedication is very similar to a Service of Thanksgiving and a copy of the Authorised Church of England Service is included later in this booklet.
Baptism Preparation
So, what do you do next? Contact our Administrator, say you have read this leaflet and ask for your child to be baptised or for a Service of Thanksgiving (if you are not sure which at this stage, don’t worry). You will be asked if you have a preference about which church you would like to go to and you will be told when the next Baptism Planning session will be held; it will usually be after a Family Service, an opportunity for you to meet the church family. At that session it will be arranged for you to have a visit to your home for Baptism Preparation, so we can explain more about what is involved in Baptism and the promises to be made in the Service. We usually show a short DVD called ‘First Steps’ a Parent’s Guide to Baptism, lasting 15mins as a basis for discussion.

If you choose a Service of Thanksgiving, there need be no further preparation and a date for the Service will be planned with you.  
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Below we print the main parts of the Services of Baptism and Thanksgiving so you can read what happens; they are usually used as part of Family Services in the Five Alive Mission Community Churches.

The Baptism Service
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PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES

The minister of baptism addresses the whole congregation:
Faith is the gift of God to his people.

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.

People of God, will you welcome these children/candidates 
and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will.
The minister of baptism then says to the parents and godparents:
Parents and godparents, the Church receives these children with joy.
Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. 
Will you pray for them, draw them by your example into the community of faith and walk with them in the way of Christ?
With the help of God, we will.
In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. 
You speak for them today. 
Will you care for them, and help them to take their place within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?
With the help of God, we will.
THE DECISION

The minister addresses the candidates through their parents, godparents and sponsors:
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To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.
Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them. 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.
SIGNING WITH THE CROSS

The minister makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each candidate, saying:
Christ claims you for His own.
Receive the sign of his cross.

When all the candidates have been signed, the minister of baptism says to the congregation:
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
against sin, the world and the devil,
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,
restore in you the image of his glory,
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE WATER

The ministers and candidates gather at the baptismal font. A psalm, hymn or litany may be used.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The minister addresses the congregation:
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess
together with these candidates
the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
[image: image15.wmf]
BAPTISM

The minister dips each candidate in water, or pours water on them, saying:
N, I baptize you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The minister says:
May God, who has invited you by baptism into his Church,
pour upon you the riches of his grace,
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. Amen.
COMMISSION

The minister addresses the congregation, parents and godparents, using these or similar words:
We have brought these children to baptism knowing that Jesus died and rose again for them and trusting in the promise that God hears and answers prayer. We have prayed that in Jesus Christ they will know the forgiveness of their sins and the new life of the Spirit.

As they grow up, they will need the help and encouragement of the Christian community, so that they may learn to know God in public worship and private prayer, follow Jesus Christ in the life of faith, serve their neighbour after the example of Christ, and in due course come to confirmation.

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty to support them by prayer, example and teaching. As their parents and godparents, you have the prime responsibility for guiding and helping them in their early years. This is a demanding task for which you will need the help and grace of God. Therefore let us now pray for grace in guiding these children in the way of faith.

Prayers may be said
THE WELCOME 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:
N and N, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you.
The congregation may greet the newly baptized.



Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child
Introduction 

The minister says:
We are here today to give thanks for these children, with their family and friends, and to support their parents in their responsibilities with prayer and love. God became one of us in Jesus, and understands all that surrounds the arrival and upbringing of children. It is God's purpose that children should know love within the stability of their home, grow in faith, and come at last to the eternal city where his love reigns supreme.
The minister says:
Loving God, you hold all things in life and call us into your kingdom of peace;

help us to walk the path of your truth and fill our lives with gratitude and faith,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading and Sermon
A suitable passage from the Bible is read.

A sermon may be preached. 
A hymn may be sung. 
Thanksgiving and Blessing 

Where parents wish to recognize the role of supporting friends it may be appropriate for them to stand with the parents at the thanksgiving. One of them may present the children to the minister, and informal words may be said.

The minister says:
Do you receive these children as a gift from God?

We do. 

Do you wish to give thanks to God and seek his blessing? 

We do.

The minister says: 

God our creator, 

We thank you for the wonder of new life and for the mystery of human love. 

We thank you for all whose support and skill surround and sustain the beginning 

of life. 

We thank you that we are known to you by name and loved by you from all 
eternity. 

We thank you for Jesus Christ, who has opened to us the way of love.

We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The minister may say for each child:
What name have you given this child? 

A parent or supporting friend replies: 

His/her name is N

The minister may take the child. The minister says:
As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, so now we ask God's blessing on N. 

Heavenly Father, we praise you for his/her birth; 

Surround him/her with your blessing that he/she may know your love, 

Be protected from evil, 

And know your goodness all his/her days. 

When all the children have been prayed for, the parents and supporters say:
May they learn to love all that is true,

Grow in wisdom and strength 

And, in due time, come through faith and baptism

To the fullness of your grace; 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The minister prays for the parents: 

May God the Father of all bless these parents and give them grace to love and 
care for their children. 

May God give them wisdom, patience and faith, help them to provide for the 
children's needs 

And, by their example, reveal the love and truth that are in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Giving of the Gospel 

A copy of a Gospel is presented, with these words: 
Receive this book. 

It is the good news of God's love. 

Take it as your guide for life.

The minister may address the supporting friends and say:
Will you do all that you can to help and support N and N in the bringing up of N? 

With the help of God, we will.

The minister may address the wider family and friends and say:

Will you do all that you can to help and support this family?

 With the help of God, we will. 

Prayers
We say together:
God our creator, we thank you for the gift of these children, 
entrusted to our care. 
May we be patient and understanding, ready to guide and to forgive, 
So that through our love they may come to know your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so in faith and trust we say:

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

Now and for ever. 

Amen.
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What next?

If you have questions or would like to arrange for Baptism Preparation, do contact our Administrator. However, perhaps the best way to get to know us is to visit our Sunday services  - Usually 9.30am or 11am each week. For full details visit our Website or in a copy of our Parishes Paper which comes out monthly.  
Activities for children!

Each of our Churches seeks to provide activities for children of many ages.
Do look out for All Ages Services at each Church, usually monthly and other special services throughout the year eg. Mothering Sunday, Crib Service, Rogation and Harvest. details from the contacts below:
Church Administrator: Rachel Hudson. Tel. 07752-098001 

Email: 5alivemc@gmail.com
Parish website: www.fivealive.org.

 Vicar – Rev Simon Holloway,  The Vicarage, Whitford Road, Kilmington, Axminster, Devon, EX13 7RF
Telephone 01297 - 35433  email: simonholloway55@yahoo.co.uk
Readers:

Mrs. Gill Heighway (01297-33951)  
Mrs. Joan Berry (01823 601386). (Currently on sick leave)
Mrs. Anna Crabbe (01297-32777)
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